
Partnership agreement

for the use of Structural Fire Safety Engineering (SFSE)
Between: 

ARCELORMITTAL Belval & Differdange SA., société anonyme, having its registered office at L-4221 Esch-sur-Alzette, 66, rue de Luxembourg, registered at the Trade and Companies’ Register in Luxembourg City under Section B and number 41.983, represented by Mr. Jacques HOFFMANN, Manager of the Research Centre and Mr. Louis-Guy CAJOT, Head of Structural Products Department.

Hereafter designated as “ArcelorMittal Belval & Differdange SA.”

And

ARCELORMITTAL, société anonyme, having its registered office at L-1160 Luxembourg, 24-26, boulevard d’Avranches, registered at the Trade and Companies’ Register in Luxembourg City under Section B and number 82.454, for it’s division ArcelorMittal Distribution Solutions , acting on its behalf, represented by Patrick LE PENSE, ArcelorMittal General Manager and Bruno THERET, Head of Global Partnerships –Marketing
Hereafter collectively designated ARCELORMITTAL Belval & Differdange SA. and AMDS as “ARCELORMITTAL”
And 

(name of the organization) having its registered office at address of the office – city – country, registered at the Trade and Companies’ Register in city, country number ……………………………...represented by …………………………………
Hereinafter designated as “EO” 

And
University of Liège, represented by Mr Jean-Marc FRANSSEN for the Department of Mechanics of Materials and Structure, having its registered office at B-4000 Liège, Chemin des Chevreuils 1, and by Mr Michel MORANT for GESVAL S.A., having its registered office at B-604031 Angleur, Avenue Pré-Aily 4.

Hereinafter designated as “ULg” 

Preamble:
The Structural Fire Safety Engineering (hereinafter “SFSE”) is an important feature in the construction since it enabled to modify the regulations and the standards in that field and to develop calculation methods and design tools. 
The SFSE methods have been applied, checked and tested in a great deal of buildings so that they can be considered as sufficiently ready-to-use by engineering offices with appropriate competence on a large scale.

As a result, a certain number of steel partners wish to promote this innovating approach in order to increase, from the project design and specification, the use of ARCELORMITTAL sections in building structures.

As the know-how of SFSE for structures exists only in a few research centers, engineering offices and universities, ARCELORMITTAL, with research centers, European universities and its R&D department, wants to develop together a partnership with European engineering offices in order to facilitate the fire safety calculations and to encourage the most appropriate application of the SFSE concept. 
According that ARCELORMITTAL was involved in the main research projects and in the recent standards developed in that field; ARCELORMITTAL can be considered as a competence center thanks to that experience but also thanks to its contacts with the most famous experts in Europe. 

Therefore, ARCELORMITTAL is in a good position to lead the knowledge transfer of the SFSE into the day-to-day practice. 
However, this objective may only be achieved through the work of engineering offices, which are close to the market. The SFSE requires the use of advanced methods and a high-level of expertise in the techniques of numerical simulation. 
Therefore, an action focused on a few engineering offices at the beginning will guarantee that those selected offices will have a sufficient number of fire safety calculations and will gain a high level of experience and expertise in the  short term.
As a consequence, the subscribers decided to conclude this partnership agreement with a view to promoting and developing the SFSE.  
ARCELORMITTAL’S UNDERTAKING 

ARCELORMITTAL will transmit its know-how to the EOs without any exclusivity in order to assist them in optimizing their calculations of fire safety design. 
ARCELORMITTAL will reach this purpose through certain internal entities such as Technical Assistance, the Research Centre and the Marketing Development Department.
ARCELORMITTAL should in particular be in charge of:
1. A basic training (3 to 5 days, given by ArcelorMittal Belval & Differdange SA)

It consists in transmitting the SFSE knowledge according to the fire parts of Eurocodes 1, 3 and 4 including simplified methods (fire development, structural behavior) and an intensive training about advanced calculation methods such as OZONE for natural fire curve determination and SAFIR for the structural behavior of complete steel and composite structure.
2. Continuous training (1 day per year)

ARCELORMITTAL will inform the EO about any interesting news (Results of European research RFCS, PhD theses, TC3 of CECM, new version or update of regulations, new version of Eurocodes, software updates, invitation to fire tests, steel website…) and also about the latest developments and best practices.

ARCELORMITTAL will organize a “Fire safety Day” regrouping all partners (once a year) in order to update the knowledge, to exchange experiences between EO and to improve the efficiency of the global approach. Each EO will be requested by ARCELORMITTAL to present a case study highlighting the benefits of the SFSE approach.

3. The ArcelorMittal Structural Fire Safety Engineering Network 

ARCELORMITTAL agrees to support and promote ArcelorMittal Structural Fire Safety Engineering Network (hereinafter called “SECURE with Steel” or “the network”).
ARCELORMITTAL will provide its customers, as long as the EO complies with this agreement, with a list of engineering offices including the EO or, as the case may be, refer them to the websites mentioned hereafter. 
Their names will be mentioned trough ARCELORMITTAL marketing activities and on secure with steel website (www.securewithsteel.com, www.constructalia.com).
4. A Technical Assistance

ARCELORMITTAL will assist the EO in finding optimized solutions and in getting in touch contacts with the public authorities, control offices and relevant experts.

ARCELORMITTAL will guarantee the confidentiality of all the information.
5. Follow-up of practical projects

ARCELORMITTAL will continue to make pre-design for its clients but may propose for the final calculation notes, the names of the recommended EO. 

EO’S UNDERTAKING
The EO shall develop, maintain and update their SFSE competences in particular by respecting the point 1, 2 and 3.
1. Training

The EO commits itself to maintain and develop its knowledge of SFSE in a high level by participating to the basic and continuous trainings. The EO is regularly involved in practical structural safety studies.

2. Development of Competence

The EO will develop and update competence in SFSE. It will suggest SFSE to their customers as a mean to reduce fire protection costs. 
The EO is ready to follow the new regulations and, eventually, to take part in workgroups to update the standards. In these groups they will ensure that steel construction against fire is considered in a realistic and fair way.

3. ArcelorMittal Structural Fire Safety Engineering Network 

The EO commits itself to respect the SECURE with Steel charter and be active within the network. 
The EO agrees on the fact that it will be listed on ARCELORMITTAL websites and involved in a few marketing actions as SFSE specialists recommended by ARCELORMITTAL.

The EO makes public on their website the agreement with ARCELORMITTAL about SFSE. The EO also agrees to present a certain number of SFSE studies at seminars and conferences.

4. Technical assistance

The EO may have recourse to ARCELORMITTAL technical assistance and research departments to get general information and technical assistance in the domain of SFSE.

5. Follow-up of practical projects

The EO is willing to consider the pre-design of ARCELORMITTAL and to finalize the study. 
The EO will also accept to assist clients of ARCELORMITTAL in the most efficient way, as far as possible. For those projects, the EO will favor the prescription of ARCELORMITTAL solutions at the best price. 
The engineering works will be charged to the client at a reasonable “market price”. 
The aim of Structural Fire Analysis is to ensure safe fire design at competitive costs. 

ULg’S UNDERTAKING
ULg is responsible for the advanced SFSE tools such as structural finite element programs to analyze the structure in case of fire.

ULg will teach the software SAFIR (FEM software for structural analysis) during the basic and continuous trainings given by ARCELORMITTAL.

ULg will sell the SAFIR software at a competitive price to the EO and will provide technical assistance, support and maintenance of the software.
MISCELLANEOUS
Term:

This agreement shall be effective for a first period of 12 months as from July 17, 2013.
It shall be tacitly renewed for subsequent periods of one year each, unless notice of termination is given by either party to the other by registered letter with acknowledgement of receipt no later than two months before the end of the relevant 12 months period.

Furthermore, if an EO is inactive over a long period of time (more than 8 months), it will be removed from the ARCELORMITTAL list of recommended EOs as its competence in SFSE can no more be guaranteed.
Either party may also terminate this agreement with immediate effect, if another party is in material breach of this agreement, the subject of a bankruptcy, liquidation or any similar procedure or if the reputation of that party has been seriously damaged 
Payment:

There will be no payment between ARCELORMITTAL and the other parties hereto.
Liability:

This partnership agreement shall only ensure the promotion and the development of SFSE. As a consequence ARCELORMITTAL declines all liability whether direct or indirect, concerning the use of SFSE by EO and does not give any warranty on the services provided by the other parties of this agreement.
Legislation and jurisdiction:
Any dispute between the parties concerning this partnership agreement and/or the obligations of the parties hereto shall be governed and resolved in accordance with the legislation of the Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg.
Furthermore, both parties herewith declare to recognize Luxembourg as the exclusive place of jurisdiction. 
Exclusivity:

There is no exclusivity between the parties. ARCELORMITTAL is free to sign similar agreements with other partners. 
The EO may use other sources to make SFSE calculations.
Modifications:

This agreement contains the complete agreement of the parties relating to the subject matter. No representation, warranty or modification may affect it unless they are made in writing and signed by authorised officers of both parties.

This agreement represents the complete and final understanding and agreement between the Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all other negotiations, understandings and representations made by or between the parties.
Signed in ……………on ……………..in five counterparts, each party having received its original.
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